
ECTA donates 50c each to the Abused Child Trust and the Cassandra Weddell Memorial Library from every registration.

 Annual
       Conference

Saturday 25th June 2011

Sheldon Sport and Entertainment Centre
Taylor Road, Sheldon

Keynote Speaker
Julie Gale

MTA Keynote Address
“The Sexualisation of Children and Young Teens”

concurrent

The Venue: Sheldon Sport and Entertainment Centre, Taylor Road, Sheldon.
Accommodation: Pacific Resort, 128 – 132 Middle Street Cleveland, is within a short distance to all shops and walking distance to the train. Ph (07) 3286 2088.

Cancellation, Substitution & Refunds
If you need to substitute the primary registrant (first person entered on the registration form) you must contact ECTA. To modify your workshops preferences or to cancel the entire 
registration or to substitute any of the colleagues registered with the primary registrant return to your regist ration online (using the link provided in your confirmation email or the 
‘Already registered?’ link on the conference website.) To access the conference website click the link on the ECTA homepage. 
Cancellations received up to Wednesday 15th June 2011 will receive a refund of registration fees, less a $25 administration fee. After this date, refunds will be at the sole discretion 
of the organising committee. Eligible refunds will be issued after the conference and requests must be lodged no later than Friday 1st July 2011.

Disclaimer
The information on this brochure and the conference website is correct at time of publication. The organisers reserve the right to alter information should the situation arise. 
All costs quoted in the conference brochure and on the website are correct at time of publication, but may be subject to change. In the event of industrial disruption or other unforeseen 
circumstances, the conference organisers accept no responsibility for loss of monies incurred by delegates. Delegates should make their own arrangements with respect to personal insurance.

Conference Enquiries - ECTA ph 0418 157 280 Email – info@ecta.org.au
For more information on the presenters please visit our website www.ecta.org.au

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT Sheldon Sport and Entertainment CENTRE�Ê�Ê�����,�
�
�/���9�Ê�U�ÊConference Day Contact 0409 764 252

Kindly sponsoring the Morning Tea

Session 1: 	O pening address and MTA Keynote
7.30am – 8.30am 	 Registration – Collect your name tag lanyard and satchel in the Main Foyer ‘Sheldon Sport & Entertainment Centre ’
8.30am – 9.00am 	 Opening Address: Kim Walters, ECTA President – Sheldon Sport & Entertainment Centre
9.00am – 10.30am  	 MTA Keynote Address: Julie Gale – Sheldon Sport & Entertainment Centre
10.30am – 10.35am  	 Announcements

Session 2:  	 IEUA – QNT Morning Tea & Trade Exhibits
10.35am – 11.20am	 Morning Tea and Trade Exhibits / Networking

Session 3:  	 Flower and Hart Lawyers Masterclasses /  Concurrent  Workshops 
11.30am – 1.00pm	 Concurrent Masterclasses / Workshops

Session 4:  	 QTU Lunch & Trade Exhibits
1.00pm – 1.40pm	 Lunch and Shopping / Networking Opportunities – Sheldon Sport & Entertainment Centre
	 Regional Delegates Lunch - Join Kim Walters (ECTA President) & Libby Gaedtke (ECTA Regional Group Coordinator) for lunch in the keynote area near 

the stage. (No booking required)
Session 5: 	 Optional Lunch Presentations & Activities
	 NB Lunch-time presentations are optional to attend. Bookings are required so that appropriate room allocations may be made.
1.40pm – 2.40pm    	 Trade displays / Networking - Sheldon Sport & Entertainment Centre
	    OR
 	 �Sharmila Nezovic “Grandance” - creative movement workshop for unfit people. This gently active session helps deepen dance awareness. Suitable for all 

ages, shapes, sizes and levels of fitness. Addressing areas such as collaboration, fluency, rhythm and space. FUN. No experience necessary. (Limits apply) 
   OR 

	 �Tracey Jessie “National employment standards, discrimination and duty of care” Tracey Jessie, Employment Law Partner at Flower and Hart 
Lawyers, will present on the terms and conditions of employment for early childhood teachers and support personnel.  This will include a look at the 
National Employment Standards, and tips and traps relating to employment contracts. Tracey will also cover the issue of early childhood education and 
discrimination.  She will examine the definition of discrimination (direct and indirect) and take participants through relevant case studies in: Discrimination 
in education, discrimination in the provision of services, disabilities and anaphylaxis.  Also part of this section will be an examination of the defences to 
claims of discrimination.  What is reasonable? Finally, Tracey will look at the area of Duty of Care that is owed to children, staff, visitors and the public.  The 
required standard of care (including common law and statutory duties) will be identified.  Case studies on topics such as workplace health and safety, general 
supervision of children, dangerous situations or practices, and excursions will be explored. Tracey has indicated that she may be able to incorporate requested 
relevant issues into her presentation. Delegates can email ECTA with details using Subject line: ‘Issues for Tracey’   
   OR

	 Sue Southey - “Introducing the Queensland kindergarten learning guideline” The Queensland kindergarten learning guideline was introduced into 
Queensland kindergartens in a draft form in 2010, and this year is being implemented in many sessional kindergartens and long day care services throughout 
Queensland. The Guideline is specifically aimed at programs for children in their year before prep and aligns with the principles and practices of EYLF. This 
workshop is designed to introduce educators and other interested parties who are not currently using the Guideline to this curriculum framework.  The tools 
that support its implementation; transition documents and the continua, will also be discussed.                                  

 Session 6: 	 Concurrent Masterclasses / Workshops
2.50pm – 4.20pm   	 Masterclasses / Workshops 

Session 7:  	 QIEC Super Wine & Cheese  –  Extended Trading - Final Trade Visit and Collect Purchases
4.20pm – 5.00pm   	 Many trade stands will remain open for your shopping convenience and so you may collect your purchases.
4.40pm – 5.30pm 	 Wine and Cheese Function (including prize draws) – “Horizon Room” NB Delegates must be present to receive a prize.

Supporting Sponsors

REGISTER ON-LINE AT www.ecta.org.au

Conference Overview Saturday 25th June 2011

Platinum Sponsor

Gold Sponsor

Registration Costs - Conference Registration includes attendance at all sessions, tea/coffee on arrival, 
Morning Tea and Lunch (catering for some special dietary needs) and the Wine and Cheese session.

ECTA Membership Forms can be downloaded from www.ecta.org.au 
A confirmation email (including Tax Invoice) will be issued after online registration. An additional Receipt will be emailed once payment is processed.

Kindly sponsoring the LuncheonKindly sponsoring the Wine & Cheese

ECTA Individual Member Registration $175.00

ECTA Organisational Members claiming discount – register two staff at this rate
 
Additional Organisational Member Staff (not claiming discount)
 
Organisational Member Staff – Joining ECTA as Indirvidual Member (includes membership)

$175.00 
each

$260.00 
each

$265.00 
each

ECTA Student Member Registration
Note: Available to ECTA student members only. Full-Time students contact ECTA for 
complimentry ECTA Student Membership (Limits Apply)

$100.00

General Registration opening Friday 1st April via website
Joining Now Registration (includes ECTA Membership valued at $90) $265.00

Non-Member Registration

Early Bird Registration before Friday 3rd june 2011
Standard Registration after Friday 3rd june 2011

$260.00
$290.00

Member Conference registration opens 10th March via email invitation
Conference Registration Closes Wednesday, 15th June 2011



Workshops  –  Sess ionMTA Keynote Presenter  –  Julie Gale   Workshops  –  Sess ion  6Workshops – Session 3
The sexualisation of children has been an increasing global issue over the past decade. 
Children are constantly bombarded with sexualised imagery from popular culture, advertising and marketing. 
Sexualisation is linked with increased depression, anxiety, body image problems and early sexual behaviour. 
This presentation will include visual examples of what children are exposed to and will discuss the important 
role both the community and child development professionals have in helping to create change.

Biographical Information 
Julie Gale is the founder of Kids Free 2B Kids. She is also a comedy writer and performer and has performed 
her one-woman show at the Melbourne International Comedy Festival. Julie has been raising public, corporate and political 
awareness about the sexualisation of children since February 2007. She has generated great media interest about the issue 
and has appeared on television, radio and in newspaper articles throughout Australia and internationally. Julie’s work instigated 
changes to the children’s advertising codes and she also helped to instigate the 2008 senate inquiry into the sexualisation of 
children in the contemporary media environment. Julie received a 2009 National Leadership Achievement Award from the Centre 
for Leadership for Women, and is named in the 2011 Australian Who’s Who of Women.

The Sexualisation of Children and Young Teens 

Dave Brown – Flower and Hart Sponsored Master class – Session 3  *this presentation runs for 60mins
We All Teach and We All Learn. 
Pablo Picasso said, “Every child is an artist; the challenge is to keep them so.”
Whimsy is at the hub of our creative processes when we at Patch Theatre create a new theatre work for children. We have a core idea, 
which we explore in a whole range of ways in an open-ended exploration of possibility. Does this sound familiar? Yes, it’s not unlike the 
way good kindergartens function. In fact as a theatre director, many of the notions expressed in the early years learning framework are 

part of our creative process. The idea is that “we all teach and we all learn because we all know something and together we seek to know more.” 
In a culture that respects rational thought and mistrusts whimsy, the battle we wage is to have whimsy and all its associated child-like qualities, 
understood and revered for the crucially important way they function in the creative lives of all humans. “Play belongs to the child and as such it 
appears to be inconsistent with the principle of serious work. But without play no creative work has ever come to be.” Carl Jung. Target group: All
Biographical Information
Director/Theatre-Maker/Writer. Dave has been the Artistic Director of Patch Theatre Company for 18 years and is responsible for the company’s 
artistic evolution into a national and international touring repertory company, specialising in theatre for 4-8 year olds. In 2000 he developed a 
repertoire of in theatre productions exclusively for 4-8 yr olds. Dave adapted stories by celebrated children’s author Pamela Allen producing “Who 
Sank the Boat?” – a magical performance that set the scene for the emergence of Patch Theatre as one of Australia’s most respected children’s 
theatre companies. Dave has specialised in theatre for young audiences for over 25 years. He has directed over 80 productions for and by young 
people and written 22 produced works for young audiences. He is fascinated by creative processes and believes there is a great affinity between 
children and artists.

Ben Furman – Master class
Steps of Responsibility – Session 3
‘Steps of Responsibility’ is a simple procedure for dealing with the wrongdoings of children and adolescents. As 
an alternative to traditional punishment, it offers youngsters the opportunity to take responsibility for their actions, 
(1) to openly talk about what they have done, (2) to understand the consequences of their action, (3) to apologise, 
(4) to make up (5) to learn to do differently next time and finally to (6) do something to also prevent other kids from 
doing similar things. ‘Steps of Responsibility’ is a practical application of what is known as restorative justice.
Target group: All
Ben Furman – Master class
Kids’ Skills – Session 6
‘Kids’ Skills’ is a creative and fun way of helping children overcome all kinds of behavioural and emotional problems based on the 
increasingly popular solution-focused psychology. You will learn the thinking behind the ‘Kids’ Skills’ and become familiar with its 
15 steps and you will leave feeling inspired and endowed with a practical tool that you can use the next day.
Target group: All

Biographical Information
Based in Finland, Ben Furman is a psychiatrist, psychotherapist, author and trainer of solution focussed approaches specialising 
in the areas of children’s behaviours and workplace relationships. Ben’s presentations are thought provoking and entertaining, 
leaving delegates with the inspiration and skills to make the shift to focussing on solutions rather than problems.

Robert Randall – Master class – Session 6
The Australian Curriculum
Robert Randall, General Manager, Curriculum at the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 
(ACARA) will present attendees with the Australian Curriculum for Foundation to Year 3 learning areas of English, 
mathematics, science and history and will provide attendees with a demonstration of the pilot project: Australian 
Curriculum Connect. 
Target group: Prep-3

Biographical Information 
Robert Randall is currently the General Manager, Curriculum, with the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 
(ACARA). He was previously the General Manager of the Interim National Curriculum Board (NCB). Prior to working at both ACARA and 
NCB, Robert was the Director of Curriculum K-12 with the NSW Department of Education and Training. In this position, Robert was 
responsible for leading and coordinating the development of curriculum policy and the provision of teacher professional learning and 
curriculum support materials for NSW public schools for K-12. From 1996 to 2001, Robert was the Director, Curriculum, with the 
NSW Board of Studies, where he was responsible for the management of the Higher School Certificate syllabus review program and 
a range of K-10 syllabus development projects.

More information including Workshop Presenters and related teaching standards for each session can be obtained from the ECTA 
conference website at www.ecta.org.au.

Circle time for social emotional learning
Presenter: Felicity Day & Marilyn James
Circle Time is a pedagogical approach proven to develop social/emotional skills, positive behaviour, 
language skills and relationships. This workshop introduces the history and principles; how to run circles; 
where to access resources and participation in a Circle Time Session. Target group: All

Creating PowerPoint in the classroom
Presenter: Gwenyth Beale
Learn how to create interesting PowerPoint displays and documentation using video clips, music, yours or 
students’ voices and photos.  Participants may bring their own laptop (with PowerPoint preinstalled) with power 
cord or use supplied computers.  All participants should bring a USB stick with photos, at least one music file 
and video clip. Target group: All

Design + Play = Maths 
Presenter: Sue Southey 
This workshop will introduce Arranging. This is a type of play where children create designs using 
collections of objects. Educators will be introduced to the types of materials that work well and strategies 
for supporting children’s mathematical knowledge, skills and dispositions. Target group: 3.5 - 4.5 yrs

Developing social & emotional intelligence in children 
Presenter: Brian Andrew 
Based on the bestselling children’s book, ‘I Grow in Grandad’s Garden’. The author will take delegates around 
the garden via electronic art, photos and interactive questions, showing teachers how they can immediately 
apply positive life values in the classroom. Target group: 3-8yrs

Drama can provide the magical key to literacy 
Presenters: Glenda Seawright & Valerie Warwick
An interactive workshop demonstrating certain speech and drama activities that cross all curricular 
boundaries, opening up the acquisition of literacy and developing skills fundamental to success 
in the classroom and beyond, using the child’s most familiar communication tool - oral language.  
Target group: 3-8yrs

Embedding indigenous perspectives in early years settings 
Presenter: Melinda Miller
This workshop explores examples of educators’ work and considers ways to embed Indigenous perspectives 
beyond tokenistic attempts. With a largely non-Indigenous workforce, there is need for ongoing discussion, 
critique and support to explore the why and how of this work in early years settings. Target group: All

Digging deeper and thinking outside the garden bed –  sustainable arts practices and resources
Presenters: Anne Grant, Kathy Eichmann & Jenni Muche 
This workshop centres on children’s ability to use and handle tools with the guidance of interested adults 
– the possibilities, partnerships and exchanges that can occur as curriculum is co created simultaneously 
and spontaneously. We will talk about risk management, discussions that have to happen with parents and 
carers and the bravery and curiosity of both educator and child. Target group: 3-8yrs

How can digital tools value add to what I already do in my classroom?
Presenters: Allison Borland & Lynda Rifai
Have you ever looked at the enormous range of digital tools and thought, “Yes, that looks interesting 
but what would I do with that in my classroom?” This workshop will give you a chance to have a look at 
examples of the latest digital tools that support literacy and numeracy learning as well as including other 
KLA’s. You will also have the opportunity to investigate yourself and the time to discuss and share ideas. 
This session limited to 20 participants.Target group:P-3

Kids learn through play
Presenter: Ronit Baras
The early impression children have of learning will determine their attitude to acquiring new knowledge in the future. 
This workshop presents a fun and easy way to teach through games by using the “Be Happy in LIFE” re-usable 
game kit. In this workshop Ronit will teach delegates how to make the kit and how to use it. Target group: All

Leading sustainable practices
Presenter: Leanne Hunter
What makes a leader? Knowledge? Confidence? Resilience? How do we sustain ourselves as leaders? 
This session aims to challenge the lens through which we view the potentials in ourselves and others. This 
is a vignette of how leadership skills were applied and progressed with a focus of sustainable practices 
in an early childhood setting. Practical ideas and strategies will be shared. Target group: 3.5 - 4.5 yrs

Mathematics learning in Prep
Presenter: Ann Heirdsfield
This hands-on workshop will provide participants with practical ideas for introducing and developing maths 
concepts to prep children. A broad range of topics will be addressed, including early number, spatial 
understanding and early measurement concepts. Target group: Prep

Playing with the Australian curriculum in Prep
Presenter: Anne Pearson
This year we are experimenting with the National Curriculum in Prep. We are aiming to maintain our 
early year’s philosophy and continue to use the Project Approach while modifying the content to the new 
standards expected by the National Curriculum. This is one class’s attempt to continue to play and learn. 
This is a practical hands-on workshop to share and discuss. Target group: Prep

So, where do I fit in the science?: New curriculum aligned, multi-learning area science 
excitement and experiments.
Presenter: Jill Kearney                            
Luckily, compelling and fascinating science underpins much of everyday life, so whatever the children’s 
current, motivating interests, we can often extend engaging science activities to other curricular areas. 
Featured in this presentation are many ideas for lower school science centres, new curriculum resources, 
hands-on, practical, WOW factor experiments, investigations and demonstrations. There will also be a free 
take home CD of resources. Target group: 4-8yrs

Tai Chi and visualisation relaxation
Presenter: Helen Wilkie
A proven behaviour management  strategy using age appropriate Tai Chi - promoting focus, body control, co 
ordination...and relaxation visualisation supporting the development of imagination and personal “time out” abilities.  
This workshop provides a starting point for maintaining a calm learning environment. Target group: 3-8yrs

The National Quality Framework - What it means for Queensland early childhood services
Presenter: Mark Cooper
The National Quality Framework will be implemented from 1 January 2012 in early childhood education and care 
services. This session will look at the elements of the NQF and discuss what implementation means for Queensland 
services.Target group: 0-4.5yrs

Twenty terrific treats for toddlers 2-3yrs 
Presenter: Kathryn Yarrow
Experience the fun and wonder of music for children 2-3yrs.  Take away with you at least 20 songs, rhymes & musical 
activities to engage children of this age; and that you can use in your workplace immediately. Target group: Childcare

Creating and exploring practical solutions for equity and inclusion in the early years
Presenter: Sharon Boyce
This is your chance to participate in a ‘hands on’ Workshop Experience relating specifically for educators 
working in the early years and be part of a journey exploring early childhood education and disability & 
diversity. Experiential disability awareness with an Early Childhood Focus.
• �Understanding hidden disabilities such as ASD, intellectual impairments, perceptual issues, speech 

language difficulties, vision, movement and many more.
• Based on the principals of Reggio Emilia and Vygotsky. Target group: All

Creating PowerPoint in the classroom
Presenter: Gwenyth Beale
Learn how to create interesting PowerPoint displays and documentation using video clips, music, yours or 
students’ voices and photos.  Participants may bring their own laptop (with PowerPoint preinstalled) with 
power cord or use supplied computers.  All participants should bring a USB stick with photos, at least one 
music file and video clip. Target group: All

Design + Play = Maths
Presenter: Sue Southey
This workshop will introduce Arranging. This is a type of play where children create designs using 
collections of objects. Educators will be introduced to the types of materials that work well and strategies 
for supporting children’s mathematical knowledge, skills and dispositions. Target group: 3.5 - 4.5 yrs

Developing number concepts: Years 1-3
Presenter: Ann Heirdsfield
This hands on workshop will provide participants with practical ideas for developing number concepts in 
Years 1-3. Topics will include: counting, moving beyond counting, informal computation, place value.
Target group: Yrs 1-3

Diagnosing learning difficulties and Gifted children in the early years
Presenter: Ronit Baras
Intervention in the early years has advantages and risks for children with special needs. This workshop 
will explore the concept of intervention in the early years and the implications on academic, social and 
emotional development. Target group: All

Digging deeper and thinking outside the garden bed - sustainable arts practices and 
resources
Presenters: Anne Grant, Kathy Eichmann & Jenni Muche
This workshop centres on children’s ability to use and handle tools with the guidance of interested adults 
– the possibilities, partnerships and exchanges that can occur as curriculum is co created simultaneously 
and spontaneously. We will talk about risk management, discussions that have to happen with parents and 
carers and the bravery and curiosity of both educator and child. Target group: 3-8yrs

Keeping assessment in context
Presenter: Deb Verstege
Assessment  -  Who is it for and who does it benefit?  In this workshop we delve into how the processes of 
assessment can be used to benefit educators, children and families whilst promoting learning within each 
unique early childhood context. Target group: 0-4.5yrs

Music for the fab and feisty 4 to 5’s
Presenter: Kath Lloyd
A hands-on presentation of songs and rhymes and games to share with 4 to 5 year olds, the age where the 
cognitive pennies are just starting to drop regarding the “building blocks of music” i.e. Beat, Rhythm and 
Melody. Target group: 0-4.5yrs

NQS quality area 3 – physical environment – Why it can fail
Presenter: Prue Walsh
The NQS relies on regulations and schedules, to define / enforce its intent.  However, well-meaning, it is 
doubtful whether QA3 will have significant impact on play value and teaching programs; this means that 
NQS could fail.  What now? Target group: All

Playing with the Australian curriculum in Prep
Presenter: Anne Pearson
This year we are experimenting with the National Curriculum in Prep. We are aiming to maintain our 
early year’s philosophy and continue to use the Project Approach while modifying the content to the new 
standards expected by the National Curriculum. This is one class’s attempt to continue to play and learn. 
This is a practical hands-on workshop to share and discuss. Target group: Prep

So, where do I fit in the science?: New curriculum aligned, multi-learning area science 
excitement and experiments.                            
Presenter: Jill Kearney
Luckily, compelling and fascinating science underpins much of everyday life, so whatever the children’s 
current, motivating interests, we can often extend engaging science activities to other curricular areas. 
Featured in this presentation are many ideas for lower school science centres, new curriculum resources, 
hands-on, practical, WOW factor experiments, investigations and demonstrations. There will also be a free 
take home CD of resources. Target group: 4-8yrs

Sustainability initiatives in the early years settings
Presenter: Melinda Miller
Many early years contexts are now engaging in environmental initiatives to contribute to a more sustainable 
world. This workshop will explore case studies from childcare and school contexts to consider practical and 
theoretical elements of sustainability education for young children. Target group: All

When philosophy and Reggio-inspired practice dance together in a primary school
Presenter: Chris Ling & Narelle Arcidiacono
Both Philosophy and Reggio-inspired practice use a similar set of moves or procedures to carry students 
through socially constructed deeper thinking. This workshop will explore these procedures, which Cannon 
Hill State School has implemented with children from 4 years of age.
The image of the child as a competent person is clearly demonstrated in both Philosophy and Reggio and 
examples of this will be given during the workshop. Core ideas for transferring academic understandings 
to the practicalities of the Early Childhood situation will be illustrated. Target group: All


